
Bristol’s Shape Shifting History: 
Celebrating 650 years with communities across the city 

 
 

               

“Bristol 650 is a year-long celebration of all things Bristol: who we are, where 
we are from, what we’ve done – and where we’re going. It’s a chance to tell 
untold histories, mark city anniversaries and welcome new arrivals.” 
www.visitbristol.co.uk  
 
As part of a National Lottery Heritage Funded project coordinated by Bristol Ideas 
celebrating the 650th anniversary of Bristol as an independent county, Local Learning 
is working with communities across the city exploring our local heritage to create a 
community atlas showing how Bristol has grown.  
 
After the Second World War, Bristol needed more land for house building. The last 
significant extension to the city in 1951 pushed Bristol out to its southern limit, bringing 
the medieval village of Bishopsworth into the city area and leading to the 
construction of Withywood, Hartcliffe and Stockwood.  
 
Focusing on growing up in Hartcliffe and Withywood, school life and learning outside 
of the classroom, we would like to explore what education means for local people 
today and in the past. 
 

Did you go to school locally? 
 

Maybe you can recall walking in your wellies before the roads 
were built? 

 
Perhaps you have parents or grandparents who remember taking 

their children to Hartcliffe nursery? 
 

Bring your photos, memorabilia and 
memories of living and growing up in 

the area to 

 
Looking into the window of an Easiform flat, 1952 
Image courtesy of Historic England 

 
Find out more  

• about Bristol Ideas’ citywide Bristol650 initiative at 
www.bristolideas.co.uk/projects/bristol-650/ 

• about Local Learning’s involvement with communities as part of Bristol650 at 
www.locallearning.org.uk/bristols-shape-shifting-history 

• or email ruth@locallearning.org.uk 
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